incurred,  probably at   Carthage,   great  personal risk for his denunciation of the popular festivals.
About this time, also, Augustine wrote the work On Free Witt, which proved such a treasure to his Pelagian opponents in later years. The first book had been written at Rome, and consisted of a series of conversations with Evodius. In the early years of his Christian development Augustine was constantly recurring to the question of evil. There was not a shade of mystery in it after he had read the Neo-Platonists, and he was ever eager to communicate his pleasant view of life. The work on free will is another- effort to deal with it on the same lines as his previous works. Moral evil comes from man; what we call physical evil is not evil at all. The sufferings of human beings are a just punishment for sin. The sufferings of children cannot be rightly judged, since we do not know what God has prepared for them hereafter ; in his Retractations
